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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment was received on 5/10/06, and has been entered and made of 
record. Currently, claims 1, 4, and 6-23 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 5/10/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

3. In response to applicant's arguments regarding the rejection of claim 1, which was cited 
in the Office action dated 2/10/06 as being anticipated by Kawabuchi et al (U.S. Patent Number 
5,740,496), whereby applicant argues that Kawabuchi fails to teach of discarding image data 
while maintaining associated image forming conditions, as applicant states that Kawabuchi is 
seen as discarding a print job that is printing or print job that is being read, together with the 
associated set mode data. As read in column 8, lines 62-67, Kawabuchi states that "When the 
printing image data clear report is received, the read pointer is set to page 1 (SI 04), the print job 
pointer is set to the next block (SI 05), and the set number is set to 1 (SI 06), in order to discard 
image data of the job which is being printed." Further, as read in column 5, lines 24-29, 
Kawabuchi states that "information in management table MT1 is erased when information 
corresponding to one page is read out for the number of times corresponding to the desired 
number of copies, from code memory 306." Continuing, Kawabuchi states in column 10, lines 
5-16, that "after the clear key is 93 is pressed, when the job which is being read is to be 
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abandoned, the user touches selection key LI, and if the job which is being printed is to be 
abandoned, the use[r] touches selection key L2." Thus, the images corresponding to the reading 
job that are subsequently printed under the conditions set forth in the MTI, can be erased 
independently from the printing data by pressing either the LI key or the L2 key, as seen in Fig. 
23 and read in the abstract. Because of this, Kawabuchi can be interpreted as discarding the 
image data stored in the first memory when the command of discarding the image data is 
generated by the command unit (whereby the image data corresponding to the reading job is 
erased), while maintaining the associated image forming conditions stored in the second memory 
(being the data in the set data in the MTI for the printing job). 

4. Therefore, the rejection of independent claim 1, as well as independent claims 10 and 
16, and each of the corresponding dependent claims, which were cited in the Office action dated 
2/10/06 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kawabuchi et aL, is maintained and 
repeated in this Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

6. Claims 1, 4, 6-12, 14-18, and 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kawabuchi et al (U.S. Patent Number 5,740,496, cited in the Office action dated 
2/10/06). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. Based upon 
the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 
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102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 
CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the 
inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate 
showing under 3 7 CFR 1.131. 

Regarding claim /, Kawabuchi discloses an image forming apparatus (see abstract, and 
Fig. 1) comprising a first memory for storing image data (memory unit 30, column 4, lines 37- 
45), an image input unit for inputting the image data to the first memory (column 2, line 55- 
column 3, line 49), a second memory for storing image forming conditions (being the 
management table MTI stored in the RAM 126, column 4, line 37-column 5, line 7), the image 
forming conditions being at least one of number of copies, and magnification (column 3, line 55- 
column 4, line 4, and column 4, line 37-column 5, line 7), an image output unit for printing the 
image stored in the first memory under the image forming conditions stored in the second 
memory (column 6, lines 23-40), a command unit for generating a command of discarding the 
image data being printed by the image output unit (see abstract, and column 8, line 49-column 9, 
line 16), an image data discarding controller for discarding the image data stored in the first 
memory when the command of discarding the image data is generated by the command unit (see 
abstract, and column 8, line 49-column 9, line 16), while maintaining the associated image 
forming conditions stored in the second memory (column 9, line 17-column 10, line 29), a job 
stopping controller for stopping a print operation of a job being printed by the image output unit 
(see abstract, and column 8, line 49-column 9, line 16), and an output control unit for causing the 
output unit to output image data newly input from the image input unit after the discarding of 
image data from the first memory under the maintained image forming conditions (column 3, 
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line 50-column 4, line 22, and column 9, line 17-column 10, line 29), wherein the command unit 
generates a command of discarding the image data of the job stopped by the job stopping 
controller (see abstract, and column 8, line 49-column 9, line 16), and wherein the image data 
discarding controller discards the image data of the job stopped by the job stopping controller 
and maintains the image forming conditions of the job (see abstract, and column 8, line 49- 
column 9, line 16). 

Regarding claim 4, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming apparatus discussed above in 
claim 1, and further teaches of means for changing the maintained image forming conditions 
(column 3, line 5 5 -column 5, line 7). 

Regarding claim 6, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming apparatus discussed above in 
claim 1 , and further teaches that the image input unit is an image reader for reading the image 
from the original and acquiring the image data, wherein the image output unit and the image 
reader operate independently (column 2, line 55-column 3, line 60). 

Regarding claim 7, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming apparatus discussed above in 
claim 6, and further teaches that when the image reader is reading another original, the command 
unit generates a command of suspending the reading operation, and at the same time, it generates 
a command of discarding the image data to be printed (see abstract, and Fig. 23, column 9, line 
4-column 10, line 29). 

Regarding claim 8, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming apparatus discussed above in 
claim 6, and further teaches that when the image reader is reading another original, the command 
unit generates a command of discarding the image data to be printed after the reading operation 
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for another original has been completed (column 3, line 50-column 4, line 67, and column 8, line 
57-column 9 5 line 16). 

Regarding claim 9, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming apparatus discussed above in 
claim 1, and further teaches that the image output unit is a printer for printing an image on a 
paper based on the image data (column 2, line 55-column 3, line 60). 

Regarding claim 10, Kawabuchi discloses an image forming apparatus (see abstract, and 
Fig. 1 ) comprising an image for reading an original and acquiring image data of the original 
(column 2, line 55-column 3, line 49), an image memory for storing image data acquired by the 
image reader (memory unit 30, column 4, lines 37-45), a mode memory for storing image 
forming conditions selected for the acquired image data (being the management table MTI stored 
in the RAM 126, column 4, line 37-column 5, line 7), the image forming conditions being at 
least one of number of copies, and magnification (column 3, line 55-column 4, line 4, and 
column 4, line 37-column 5, line 7), a printer for printing an image on paper, based on the image 
data stored in the image memory, under the image forming conditions stored in the mode 
memory (column 6, lines 23-40), a command unit for generating a command of discarding the 
image data being printed by the printer (see abstract, and column 8, line 49-column 9, line 16), 
an image data discarding controller for discarding the image data stored in the image memory 
when the command of discarding the image data is generated by the command unit (see abstract, 
and column 8, line 49-column 9, line 16), while maintaining the associated image forming 
conditions stored in the mode memory (column 9, line 17-column 10, line 29), a print control 
unit for causing the printer to print another image data newly read by the image reader after the 
discarding of image data from the image memory under the maintained image forming 
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conditions in the mode memory (column 3, line 50-column 4, line 22, and column 9, line 17- 
column 10, line 29), and a job stopping controller for stopping a print operation of a job being 
printed by the printer, wherein the command unit generates a command of discarding the image 
data of the job stopped by the job stopping controller (see abstract, and column 8, line 49-column 
9, line 16), and wherein the image data discarding controller discards the image data of the job 
stopped by the job stopping controller and maintains the image forming conditions of the job 
(see abstract, and column 8, line 49-column 9, line 16). 

Regarding claim 11, Kawabuchi disclose the image forming apparatus discussed above in 
claim 10, and further teaches of a changing means for changing the maintained image forming 
conditions (column 3, line 55-column 5, line 7). 

Regarding claim 12, Kawabuchi disclose the image forming apparatus discussed above in 
claim 10, and further teaches that the image reader and the printer operate independently 
(column 2, line 55-column 3, line 60), and the image memory stores image data for a plurality of 
jobs (column 4, lines 22-61). 

Regarding claim 14, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming apparatus discussed above 
in claim 12, and further teaches that when the image reader is reading another original, the 
command unit generates a command of suspending the reading operation, and at the same time, 
it generates a command of discarding the image data to be printed (see abstract, and Fig. 23, 
column 9, line 4-column 10, line 29). 

Regarding claim 15, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming apparatus discussed above 
in claim 12, and further teaches that when the image reader is reading another original, the 
command unit generates a command of discarding the image data to be printed after the reading 
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operation for another original has been completed (column 3, line 50-column 4, line 67, and 
column 8, line 57-column 9, line 16). 

Regarding claim 16, Kawabuchi discloses an image forming method (see abstract) 
comprising storing image data in an image memory (memory unit 30, column 4, lines 37-45), 
storing image forming conditions for the image data in a memory (being the management table 
MTI stored in the RAM 126, column 4, line 37-column 5, line 7), the image forming conditions 
being at least one of number of copies, and magnification (column 3, line 55-column 4, line 4, 
and column 4, line 37-column 5, line 7), printing an image on a paper, based on the image data 
stored in the image memory, under the image forming conditions stored in the memory (column 
6, lines 23-40), generating a command of discarding the image data whose image is being printed 
(see abstract, and column 8, line 49-column 9, line 16), stopping a print operation of the image 
data being printed and erasing the image data from the image memory in response to the 
command (see abstract, and column 8, line 49-column 9, line 16), while maintaining the 
associated image forming conditions in the memory, acquiring new image data and storing the 
new image data in the image memory (column 9, line 17-column 10, line 29), and printing a new 
image on a paper, based on the new image data acquired after the discarding of image data from 
the image memory, under the image forming conditions maintained in the mode memory 
(column 3, line 50-column 4, line 22, and column 9, line 17-column 10, line 29). 

Regarding claim 17, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming method discussed above in 
claim 16, and further teaches of the step of changing the maintained image forming conditions 
(column 3, line 55-column 4, line 4, and column 4, line 37-column 5, line 7). 
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Regarding claim 18, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming method discussed above in 
claim 16, and further teaches of the step of printing image data of another print job on a waiting 
list after the newly acquired image data has completely been printed (column 3, line 50-column 
4, line 22, and column 9, line 17-column 10, line 29). 

Regarding claim 20, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming apparatus discussed above 
in claim 1 , and further teaches that the storing image forming conditions for the image data in a 
memory, the image forming conditions being at least one of number of copies, magnification and 
paper size (column 3, line 55-column 4, line 4, and column 4, line 37-column 5, line 7). 

Regarding claim 21, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming apparatus discussed above 
in claim 10, and further teaches that the storing image forming conditions for the image data in a 
memory, the image forming conditions being at least one of number of copies, magnification and 
paper size (column 3, line 55-column 4, line 4, and column 4, line 37-column 5, line 7). 

Regarding claim 22, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming method discussed above in 
claim 16, and further teaches that the storing image forming conditions for the image data in a 
memory, the image forming conditions being at least one of number of copies, magnification and 
paper size (column 3, line 55-column 4, line 4, and column 4, line 37-column 5, line 7). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 19 and 23 are allowed. 

8. Claim 13 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 
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9. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Regarding claims 13 and 19, in the examiner's opinion, it would not have been obvious 

at the time of the invention to have the apparatus, as claimed, include the features of print control 
unit that gives priority to a new job for printing under the maintained forming conditions over the 
rest of the jobs on a waiting list. 

Conclusion 

10. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (571) 272-7410. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Joseph R. Pokrzywa 
Primary Examiner 




